PEARL HARBOR 


America recalls 
a day of infamy 


San Antonio’s list of survivors of the 
attack is down to just four. Metro, A3 


Some survivors gather in Hawaii; 
president salutes others. Nation, A6 
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Bexar’s 300 role disputed 


Two more executive members 
of the commission are leaving 


A month after the resigna- 
tion of the Tricentennial Com- 
mission’s CEO, two chairs of 
the troubled organization’s 
five-person executive commit- 
tee are stepping down, includ- 
ing its president. 

Mayor Ron Nirenberg called 
the move a “mutual decision” 
between him and the two vol- 
unteers: commission president 
Robert Thrailkill, general man- 
ager of the Hilton Palacio del 
Rio, and Katie Luber, director 
of the San Antonio Museum of 
Art. 


COMMENTARY 


by Brian Chasnoff 


On Thursday, Nirenberg 
nominated Cynthia Teniente- 
Matson, president of Texas 
A&M-San Antonio, and Jon 
Folks, former superintendent of 
the Northside Independent 
School District, to serve as their 
replacements. 

Former Mayor Ivy Taylor 
appointed Thrailkill and Luber 
in April 2015. Nirenberg had 

Chasnoff continues on A8 


City, county officials 
tell different stories 


By Jasper Scherer 
STAFF WRITER 


Following a troubled period for the Tricenten- 
nial Commission that saw the resignation of its 
chief executive and, on Thursday, the departure 
of two co-chairs, officials involved with the proj- 
ect have tossed around blame for where the 
problematic organization went wrong. 

Bexar County officials have avoided much of 
the scrutiny, which primarily has been directed 
at Edward Benavides, the embattled CEO who 
resigned in November. 

The city and county painted contrasting pic- 
tures of the county’s involvement in the Tricen- 

Bexar continues on A8 


CITY IS A SNOW GLOBE | 


Yes, that stuff that came down 
from the sky was snow. Resi- 
dents and tourists alike spent 
Thursday evening marveling 
at the suddenly enhanced S.A. 
landscape. Metro, A3 
Because of the weather, deliv- 
ery of the newspaper could be 
delayed. If your paper is late, 
please enjoy this e-Edition and 
our subscriber website, 
ExpressNews.com 


“Tom Reel / San Antonio Express-News 
ABOVE: Patricia 
Avila knocks an 
accumulation of 
snow off her 
vehicle in the 
parking lot of a 
Walmart store on 
Walzem Road. 


LEFT: Even in the 
snow, a Leon 
Springs windmill 
goes whichever 
way the wind is 
blowing. 


Edward A. Ornelas / San Antonio Express-News 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al 
Franken of Minnesota, in an 


» Puro SA: Misconduct claims 
also heard in Austin. A2 


» Franks: Leaving under harass- 
ment cloud. A9 


Sen. Franken quits on ‘worst day’ 


er advances from at least six 
women. 

Instead, as his Democratic 
colleagues looked on, he took a 


Nathan Lambrecht / McAllen Monitor 


Noemi Sigler hugs Hidalo County Assistant 
District Attorney Michael Garza following the 
guilty verdict in John Feit’s trial. 


x-priest 
guilty in 
z 60 killing 


Jurors take about 6 hours 
to convict Feit, now age 85 


By Aaron Nelsen 


RIO GRANDE VALLEY BUREAU 


EDINBURG — Former priest John Feit was 
convicted Thursday of murder with malice afore- 
thought in the killing of a beauty queen in 1960 
and now faces a sentence of up to 99 years. 

Sentencing begins today with victim impact 
statements. 

Jurors deliberated about six hours Thursday 
before deciding Feit, now 85, committed murder 
in the death of Irene Garza, a 25-year-old school- 
teacher, whose death during Holy Week that 
year has haunted South Texas. 

Feit, who was 27 at the time of the killing, sat 
stone-faced as the verdict was read. He declined 
to comment as deputies escorted him out of the 
courtroom. 

“Justice was served,” Noemi Sigler, Garza’s 
cousin, said after the proceedings. “Irene finally 
got her day in court. Now she can rest — her 

Guilty continues on A8 


Your SAWS bill 
will go up during 
next two years 


By Brendan Gibbons 
STAFF WRITER 


Water and sewer bills for San Antonio Water 
System customers will go up over the next two 
years, though the utility agreed to commit more 
resources to help low-income residents. 

Eight members of the City Council voted 
Thursday to approve rate changes that will raise 
a typical SAWS bill by 5.8 percent in 2018 and by 
4.7 percent in 2019. For year-by-year compari- 
sons, SAWS assumes an average customer uses 
7,092 gallons of water per month. 

SAWS officials have said the utility needs the 
increase to fund required sewer system upgrades 
and water line replacements and repairs to con- 
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Sen. Al emotional speech on the Senate parting shot at President Don- tinue serving their 1.7 million customers in the 
Franken, floor, announced Thursday that ald Trump and Roy Moore, the area. 
D-Minn., he would resign from Congress, At turns defiant and mourn- Republican candidate for Sen- Of the additional $36.3 million in 2018 reve- 
denied the most prominent figure in a ful but hardly contrite, Franken | ate in Alabama; both have also nues, $19.3 million will go to water lines, $8.6 
allegations growing list of lawmakers felled | called it “the worst day of my been accused of sexual mis- million will go to sewer repairs and $8.4 million 
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